Morals

oped and handed down in the long process of time. A
given generation may add to them or give them a slightly
new direction, but that is all. They are the product of
the cumulative public opinion of many generations, and
the purpose of them now and always is and has been to
promote the collective health and general well-being of
the national crowd.

It is evident that it matters nothing to the individual
whether he flourishes in health and happiness in conse-
quence of his individual morality or in consequence of
his accordance with a healthy crowd-morality. Nor
would it really matter to a nation whether all its units
were to flourish for the one reason or for the other. If
every individual, going his own way and following his own
rule of conduct, were to obtain happiness, a country
would be filled with happy individuals without any help
from a crowd-morality. But this the crowd can never
be expected to conceive. No public opinion ever really
approves of individual success. A man for instance may
keep a private school and turn out from it a succession
of fine young fellows impregnated with noble ideals and
perfectly fitted for the struggle of life. Such a private
venture will never be regarded sympathetically by the
crowd, which is driven by its own nature to desire control
over all the formative agencies that go to fashion a coming
generation. It insists directly or indirectly on having its
morality imposed everywhere and on every one, and
it desires to take security that so it shall be.

It is not, however, the formal and legal imposition of
crowd-morality that is most important, but the informal
and indirect. This imposition is effected by public
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